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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. . Claims 1,5,6,12,15,17-19,22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Gristina et al '339, and further in view of Ragle et al '018. 

Considering (currently amended) claim 1 , Gristina discloses a power monitoring service 
comprising, a) a monitoring unit at each of a plurality of power consumer sites for 
monitoring power at each site (see paragraph 0068); b) each monitoring unit operative 
to periodically sample a selected power consumption parameter of each one of a 
plurality of power distribution circuits of its respective consumer site (see paragraphs 
0068 and 0069); c) receiving respective power consumption data from each monitoring 
unit indicative of power consumption monitored at each site (see paragraph 0069); 
except Gristina does not specifically recite the power consumption data comprising a 
block of power consumption samples stored by the monitoring unit since the last 
successful attempt to download power consumption data to the monitoring service 
server. Gristina discloses the sending of power consumption data to a server. Ragle 
teaches the sending of pervious and most recent cumulative metered data from a 
metering unit (see col 5, lines 8-35). One of ordinary skill in the art would readily 
recognize the use of any type of meter would function the same in the Gristina system. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to use the meter 
type as taught by Ragle in the Gristina system because both systems are concern with 
the sending of measurement data to a collection unit; d) analyzing the received power 
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consumption data to compute aggregate power consumption data of a predetermined 
set of two or more of the plurality of consumer sites (see paragraphs 0053, 0075 and 
0094); e) providing an interface for enabling interested parties to access at least 
aggregate power consumption information in accordance with a subscription 
agreement (see paragraphs 0070 and 0096). 

Considering claim (amended) 5, Gristina discloses the limitation of this claim (see 
paragraph 0081 ). 

Considering claim (amended) 6, Gristina discloses the limitation of this claim (see 
paragraphs 0056 and 0060). 

Considering (amended) claim 12, Gristina discloses the limitation of this claim (see 
paragraph 0083). 

Considering (amended) claim 15, Gristina discloses the limitation of this claim (see 
paragraphs 0069 and 0097). 

Considering (amended) claim 17, Gristina discloses the limitation of this claim (see 
paragraphs 0062, 0081 and 0094). 

Considering (amended) claim 18, Gristina discloses the limitation of this claim (see 
paragraph 0073). 

Considering (amended) claim 19, Gristina discloses the limitation of this claim (see 
paragraph 0074). 

Considering claim 22, Gristina the limitations of this claim are interpreted and rejected 
as stated in claim 1 . 
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3. Claims 7,8,20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Gristina and Ragle as applied to claim 6 above, and further in view of Bartone et al '868. 

Considering (amended) claim 7, Gristina does not specifically recite comparing the 
power consumption information of the appliance and a power distribution circuit with the 
aggregate power consumption profile in order to identify actual power consumption 
differences between the appliance and a mean of power consumption of similar 
monitored appliance. Gristina teaches monitoring computers and copy machines (see 
paragraph 0056). Gristina also, teaches individual tenant data is gather and processed 
at a central data collection and processing device (see paragraph 0069) and analyzing 
the received power consumption data to compute aggregate power consumption data of 
a predetermined set of two or more of the plurality of consumer sites (see claim 1 , part 
d). Bartone teaches (see paragraph 001 1 ) analyzing the load profiles of other end users 
having complimentary and offsetting load profile characteristics. One of ordinary skill in 
the art would readily recognize the analyzing of load profiles from several end users 
could include comparing the load profiles of similar monitored appliances. Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art the comparing of power 
consumption information of similar monitored appliances as taught by Bartone is within 
the scope of Gristina invention because Gristina discloses sending aggregated data of 
individual end user (to include appliance data) to be analyzed at a central monitoring 
location. Barton teaches the central monitoring location for analyzing the load profiles of 
other end users having complimentary and offsetting load profile characteristics is 
known in the art. 

Considering (amended) claim 8, Gristina does not specifically recite using information 
related to power consumption of one appliance over an interval of time, and the 
aggregate power consumption profile associated with the appliance to identify a fault in 
the appliance. Bartone teaches (see paragraphs 0039, 0048 and 0053) using the 
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aggregate power consumption profile associated with the appliance to identify a fault in 
the appliance. Obviousness is as stated in claim 7. 

Considering (amended) claim 20 the limitation of this claim is interpreted and rejected 
as stated in claim 8. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) The invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

5. Claims 23-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being anticipated by 
Bartone et al '868. 

Considering claim 23, Bartone discloses a power monitoring service for a plurality of 
power consumers sites comprising a) periodically sampling a selected power 
consumption parameter of a plurality of power distribution circuits and storing the 
sample values as power consumption data (see paragraphs 0011, 0019, 0037, 0058 
and 0060); b) periodically transmitting the power consumption data to a remote 
monitoring service server for processing respective power consumption data (see 
paragraphs 001 1 , 0058 and 0060). 

Considering claims 24,25 Bartone discloses the limitation of these claims (see 
paragraphs 001 1 , 0055 and 0058). 



Application/Control Number: 10/724,145 



Art Unit: 2612 



Page 6 



6. Claims 26,27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Bartone as applied to claim 23 above, and further in view of Ragle et al '01 

Considering claim 26, Bartone does not specifically recite a condition under which the 
collected meter data is sent to another location. One of ordinary skill in the art readily 
recognizes the sending of data autonomously, pseudo randomly, when interrogated or 
polled is well known in the art. Ragle teaches the sending metered data after a 
predetermined number of measurements (see col 5, lines 28-35). Therefore, one of 
ordinary skill in the art would be able to send data by any known means or as taught by 
Ragle. 

Considering claim 27, Bartone does not specifically recite deleting the stored power 
consumption data following successful transmission of the power consumption data to a 
remote location. Ragle teaches, deleting meter data at an expiration time (see col 5, 
lines 15-20). One of ordinary skill in the art would readily recognize deleting data from a 
memory saves memory space and size. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art to delete data in the memory of the Bartone system as taught 
by Ragle because it is well known in the art to delete transmitted data to saves memory 
space and size. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Examiner 



Timothy Edwards, Jr. at telephone number (571) 272-3067. The examiner can normally 



be reached on Monday-Thursday, 8:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m. The examiner cannot be reached 
on Fridays. 

If attempt to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Brian Zimmerman, can be reached at (571 ) 272-3059. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should 
be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (571) 272-4700, Mon- 
Fri., 8:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m. 

Any response to this action should be fax to: 



Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http:/pair-direct.uspto.gov or contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 



(571 ) 273-8300 (for formal communications intended for entry). 



Timothy Edwards, J 
Primary Examiner / 
April 23, 2007 




